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other paraphernalia.    Their best clothes are displayed on the
dancing occasions. The style of the dress is,   however, under-
going a change day by day.    The loin-cloth has  given   place
to dhoti and pyjama which, as we  have   already   seen,   have
eliminated   the  squatting    position   which   was   popular   in
the days of the loin-cloth.   Formerly they used to put on   the
usual respectable pugrees, then came the mania for saphas and,
while the white caps were current during the last few years, to >
dance bareheaded promises   to   be   the   fashion   of   the  near
future.
The accompanying musical instruments of the agricul-
turist from the plains are superior to those of the hillmen. His
tnridang, for example, needs an elaborate process for prepara-
tion and special care is necessary to keep it in order. Its ad-
justment also needs skill and a good sense of music.
The songs sung on the occasions are mostly based on poura-
nic incidents. There are very few songs referring to their millieit.
It has perhaps grown out of fashion to sing such songs, since
published booklets do not include them. I could get only one-
such song and that too from an old man (11). It described
the expectation of a sister from her brother and the attach-
ment she feels for him. The younger generation is, however,
keen on keeping uptodate. Subhash, Jai Hind, Aryabhumi etc.,
are some of the topics that figure prominently in their latest
songs (13). The songs sung at the time of Govinda dance are,
however, quite different. They either narrate an incident
from the life of Lord Krishna when he was in Gokul or else
they refer to the Dada and his challenges and threats to
opponent (6, 8).
For years together only one simple tune is being used.
Nowadays, however, they are trying to introduce new tunes,
though not with much success. It is very difficult to wipe
off the effect of the old tune, which they have been accustom-
ed to hear from their childhood. They try new tunes because
they feel that it would be appreciated by the public. But
when they come in full form, they still return to their old
favourite tune. The forceful accent of the beat in the old
tune and its simplicity appeal to their yet undeveloped sense-
for- higher music. With the new tune one has to think oa